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BUILDING THE RIGHT-WING INFRASTRUCTURE: 1964-PRESENT

1954-1979 Foundation and Reaction

John Birch Society Barry Goldwater's Civil Rights Act
formed defeat sparks of 1964
conservative
regrouping

Brown v. Board
of Education
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BUILDING THE RIGHT-WING INFRASTRUCTURE: 1964-PRESENT

1954-1979 Foundation and Reaction

Powell Memo Heritage Foundation Busing started
urges business-led founded

conservative

infrastructure,

including media,

Voting Right Act courts, think tanks
of 1965 and universities
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BUILDING THE RIGHT-WING INFRASTRUCTURE: 1964-PRESENT

1954-1979 Foundation and Reaction

ALEC created to
influence state
policy

Roe v. Wade decision
legalizes abortion
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Anita Bryant’s
Save Our Children
campaign

Moral Majority
mobilizes Christian
conservatives
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BUILDING THE RIGHT-WING INFRASTRUCTURE: 1964-PRESENT

1980-1992 Consolidation and Electoral Success

Reagan elected, Politicization of Federalist Society
solidifying the New Right megachurches formed to reshape
judiciary
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1980-1992 Consolidation & Electoral Success

Leadership Institute trains Christian Coalition
young conservatives and conservative talk
radio expand
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1993-2008 Redefining Government, the War on Terror,
& the Expansion of Media, the Courts & Legal System

Newt Gingrich’s Fox News launched Supreme Court
Contract with America elects the president

President Clinton signs
NAFTA Implementation
Act into law
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1993-2008 Redefining Government, the War on Terror,
& the Expansion of Media, the Courts & Legal System

2001

Bush embeds Americans for Rise of the State
conservatives in Prosperity (Koch) Policy Network,
judiciary formed Manhattan Institute,

and other think tanks

9/11 attacks and the
War on Terror
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2009-2016 Populism and Anti-Institutionalism

o > o >
Tea Party emerges Citizens United decision Project Redmap targets and
ith Koch t fuels dark secures GOP capture of state
wi ochn suppor uels dark money legislatures and trifecta,

marking the beginning of the
rise of state preemption
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2009-2016 Populism and Anti-Institutionalism

Breitbart and Shelby v. Holder Bircherism
InfoWars expand re-emerges
misinformation
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BUILDING THE RIGHT-WING INFRASTRUCTURE: 1964-PRESENT

2016-2020 Trump Era and Authoritarian Alignment

Trump wins Biden wins presidential COVID-19 pandemic
presidential election election and Trump begins and the Right

characterizes it as rigged weaponizes shut-downs
88 and medical science
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BUILDING THE RIGHT-WING INFRASTRUCTURE: 1964-PRESENT

2016-2020 Trump Era and Authoritarian Alignment

(o, > (o, >
Federalist Society Claremont Institute Election denial and
controls judicial promotes illiberal misinformation
nominations ideology take root
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2021-Present Post-Trump Institutionalization

America First Right-wing groups National

Legal and CPI control state and Conservative

embed Trumpism local policy movement pushes
anti-democratic
norms

January 6 insurrection at
U.S. Capitol
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2021-Present Post-Trump Institutionalization

Project 2025 released Trump wins reelection
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Implementation of Project 2025
begins, marking the start of the
imperial presidency
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